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PREFACE. 

The  drill  part  of  this  Manual  covers  the  ground  in  outline 
of  a  number  of  Manuals  from  which  it  was  compiled.  With  the 
view  of  securing  quick  comprehension  of  its  movements  by 
men  who  have  previously  served  in  the  combatant  ranks,  its 
commands  were  made  to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  those 
of  the  Tactics  now  used  by  the  Army.  During  the  course  of 
its  construction  much  valuable  assistance  was  rendered  by 
Major  E.  C.  Woodruff,  Fifth  Infantry,  and  Lieut.  W.  C.  Brown, 
First  Cavalry.  The  "First  Aid"  part  comprises  only  the  titles 
of  the  subjects  which  should  be  taught  by  medical  officers, 
the  extent  of  such  instruction  being  left  to  their  discretion. 
The  illustrations  were  made  from  photographs  taken  from  life, 
by  Lieut.  H.  A.  Beed,  Second  Artillery.  For  convenience,  the 
paragraphs  of  Orders,  Circulars,  and  Tactics  referred  to  in  the 
text  are  appended. 

Instructions  in  Bearer  Drill  and  First  Aid  will  be  given  by 
medical  officers  to  the  men  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  company 
bearers,  and  regimental  bandsmen  when  practicable. 

Bearer  Drill  comprises  the  Formation,  and  the  Inspection 
"when  necessary,  followed  by  either  Litter  Drill  or  Ambulance 
Drill,  the  principles  of  which  are  considered  a  sufficient  guide 
for  the  loading  and  unloading  of  boats  and  cars,  mule  litters, 
cacolets,  travois,  freight  and  other  wagons,  and  all  other  means 
of  transporting  disabled  soldiers.  In  order  to  provide  for  a 
contingency  of  the  battlefield,  a  few  additional  lessons  should 
be  given  to  tbe  men  while  encumbered  with  arms,  and  to  cav- 
alrymen with  arms  and  horses;  and  every  opportunity  should 
be  taken  to  show  the  construction  and  use  of  improvised 
methods  of  carrying  which  are  designed  as  substitutes  in  the 
■  event  of  the  personnel  and  material  provided  by  regulations 
being  insufficient. 
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First  Aid  lessons  include  the  duties  devolving  in  emergen- 
cies upon  each  person,  the  rights  and  privileges  accorded  by 
the  Geneva  Convention  to  all  who  are  actually  engaged  during 
war  in  sanitary  measures,  and  the  principles  of  Anatomy,  Physi- 
ology, Surgery,  and  Medicine  which  are  deemed  necessary  for 
simple  and  prompt  relief  of  sick  and  wounded.  More  extended 
theoretical  and  practical  instructions  than  those  here  presented 
must  be  given  in  these  subjects  to  men  of  the  Hospital  Corps. 
The  present  outlines  are  only  intended  to  impart  a  fundamental 
knowledge  of  the  systematic  transportation  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  the  aid  to  be  given  to  them  before  they  can  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  medical  officers. 


PART  I. 


CHAPTER  I. 


Formation  of  the  Detachment. 

1.  The  detachment  is  formed  in  single  Tank,  privates  of 
the  Hospital  Corps  on  the  right,  company  bearers,  without 
arms,  in  the  center,  and  musicians  on  the  left. 

Posts  of  Hospital  Stewards. 

2.  The  Senior  Hospital  Steward  is  on  the  right  of  the  line  ; 
the  Junior  Hospital  Steward  and  Acting  Hospital  Stewards 
are  in  the  line  of  file-closers  in  order  of  seniority  from  right  to 
left.  The  file-closers  are  posted  two  yards  in  rear  of  the  line, 
and  are  as  equally  distributed  along  it  as  possible. 

To  form  the  Detachment. 

3.  The  Senior  Hospital  Steward,  facing  the  detachment 
and  six  yards  in  front  of  its  center,  commands  : 

FALL  IN, 
at  which  the  men  form  in  single  rank  facing  to  the  right.    The 
Steward  then  commands  : 

I.  Left,    2.  FACE, 
and  then  calls  the  roll.     He  then  commands  : 

I.  Count,  2.  FOURS. 
After  the  fours  are  counted,  if  the  knapsack  or  medicine-case 
men  are  not  already  in  that  place,  they  are  assigned  as  No.  4 
of  each  set.  The  sets  of  fours  are  designated  as  squads,  and 
are  numbered  from  right  to  left.  The  numbers  thus  assigned 
to  the  squads  are  permanent  and  do  not  change  during  the 
exercises.  The  detachment  being  formed,  the  Senior  Hospital 
Steward  places  himself  six  yards  in  front  of  the  center  of  the 
detachment,  facing  to  the  front,  salutes  the  officer  in  charge, 
reports  the  result  of  the  roll-call,  and  then  takes  his  place  on 
the  right  of  the  detachment. 

4.  The  left  squad,  if  incomplete,  may  remain  in  line  on 
the  left,  and  its  men  be  utilized  as  prescribed  in  paragraph  10, 
Bearer  Drill ;   or  they  may  be  assigned  as   supernumeraries 

(7) 


and  posted  in  the  line  of  file-closers  behind  the  squads  to 
which  they  are  attached.  Supernumeraries  are  attached  to 
squads  whenever  the  duty  to  he  performed  promises  to  he  so 
fatiguing  as  to  require  more  than  the  usual  reliefs. 

When  one  or  more  Squads  or  the  whole  Detachment  is  to  be  mounted. 

5.  The  detachment,  dismounted,  having  been  formed,  the 
Senior  Hospital  Steward  gives  the  necessary  directions,  under 
the  instructions  he  has  received,  for  the  squad  or  squads,  or 
the  whole  detachment,  to  he  marched  to  the  picket-line  or 
stables  for  their  horses  and  horse  equipments.  The  mounted 
squads  are  formed  in  line  in  single  rank,  the  lowest-numbered 
squad  on  the  right.  A  mounted  Hospital  Steward  specially 
assigned  to  this  duty,  or  in  his  absence  No.  1  of  the  right  squad, 
superintends  the  formation  of  the  mounted  squads  at  the  place 
designated.  If  the  whole  detachment  is  mounted,  the  Senior 
Hospital  Steward,  mounted,  superintends  the  formation.  The 
positions  of  the  Hospital  Stewards  and  Acting  Hospital 
Stewards  with  detachment  mounted  are  the  same  as  with  the 
detachment  dismounted,  except  that  the  file-closers  are  one 
yard  in  rear  of  the  rank,  the  distance  being  measured  from 
the  croups  of  the  horses  in  ranks  to  the  heads  of  the  horses  of 
the  file-closes.  If  only  part  of  the  detachment  is  to  be  mounted, 
the  instructor  receives  the  report  of  the  Senior  Hospital  Stew- 
ard at  the  formation,  dismounted  ;  if  the  whole  detachment  is 
to  be  mounted,  he  will  receive  the  report  of  the  Hospital 
Steward  at  the  formation,  mounted. 

At  the  formation,  mounted,  the  Senior  Hospital  Steward, 
six  yards  in  front  of  the  center  of  the  detachment,  reports  the 
result  of  the  roll-call,  and  then  takes  his  position  on  the  right 
of  the  detachment. 

To  ojxn  ranis. 

6.  The  detachment,  dismounted,  being  in  line  at  a  halt,  the 
Senior  Hospital  Steward  on  the  right,  the  instructor  com- 
mands : 

I.  Rear,  open  order,    2.  MARCH,    3.  FRONT. 
At   the  first   command,  the   Senior  Hospital    Steward  steps 
briskly  three  yards  to  the  rear  to  mark  the  new  alignment  of  the 
file-closers.  At  the  command  march,  the  front-rank  men  dress  to 


the  right,  the  file  closers  step  three  yards  to  the  rear  and  align 
themselves  on  the  Senior  Hospital  Steward. 

The  instructor  superintends  the  alignment  of  the  front 
rank  and  the  Senior  Hospital  Steward  that  of  the  file-closers. 
The  instructor  verities  the  alignment  of  the  file-closers.  The 
file-closers  cast  their  eyes  to  the  front  as  soon  as  their  align- 
ment is  verified.  At  the  command  front,  the  Senior  Hospital 
Steward  resumes  his  place  in  the  front  rank,  and  the  men  cast 
their  eyes  to  the  front. 

The  mounted  detachment  opens  ranks  by  the  same  com- 
mands and  means,  except  that  the  distance  of  the  heads  of  the 
horses  of  the  file-closers  to  the  croups  of  the  horses  in  ranks  is 
six  yards. 

Banks  are  only  opened  when  the  Senior  Hospital  Steward  is 
on  the  right  of  the  detachment. 

To  close  ranks. 

7.  The  instructor  commands: 

I.  Close  order,     2.  MARCH. 
At  the  command  march,  the  file-closers  close  to  two  yards:  in 
mounted  detachment  to  one  yard. 

To  maneuver  the  Detachment. 

8.  The  necessary  maneuvers  to  conduct  the  detachment  or 
separate  squads  or  groups  of  squads  to  and  from  the  place  of 
instruction  or  duty  are  confined  to  the  simplest  movements, 
and  are  executed  by  the  commands  and  means  prescribed  in 
the  authorized  infantry  and  cavalry  tactics,  and  in  the  com- 
mands for  this  purpose  the  squads  are  designated  as  fours.  In 
long  marches  the  commander  may,  in  his  discretion,  direct  the 
nearest  file-closer  to  act  as  guide,  and  conduct  the  head  of  the 
column,  when  the  original  left  flank  of  the  detachment  is  in 
front.  If  the  original  left  squad  is  incomplete  when  the  de- 
tachment is  in  column  of  fours,  it  preserves  the  proper  dis- 
tance for  forming  line. 

Inspection  of  a  Detachment. 

9.  The  detachment  is  inspected  dismounted.  The  detach- 
ment being  in  line  at  a  halt,  the  instructor  opens  ranks  and 
commands : 

f.  Draw,     2.  SWORDS. 
At  the  second  command,  those  armed  with  swords  draw  them 
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and  bring  them  to  a  carry;  the  knives  are  also  drawn  from  the 
sheaths  at  this  command,  and  held  in  the  right  hand,  arm  ex- 
tended naturally,  back  of  the  hand  and  blade  up,  the  point 
dropping  to  the  front. 
He  then  commands : 

I.  Inspection,     2.  ARMS, 

and  minutely  inspects  the  arms,  accouterments  and  dress  of 
each  soldier.  As  he  approaches  the  right  of  the  rank,  the  first 
two  men  execute  the  first  motion  of  inspection  as  prescribed 
for  the  sword  (Pars.  83  and  84,  Cavalry  Tactics)  or  knife;  and 
as  he  passes  along  the  rank  the  men  successively  execute  the 
motions  for  inspection  as  prescribed  for  the  saber  (Par.  178, 
Cavalry  Tactics). 

Inspection  of  the  knife  is  similar  to  that  of  the  sword  or  saber. 
First  motion :  Eaise  the  right  hand  as  high  as  the  neck  and  six 
inches  in  front  of  it,  edge  of  the  blade  to  the  left.  Second 
motion:  Turn  the  wrist  outward  to  show  the  other  side  of  the 
blade,  the  edge  to  the  right,  make  a  slight  pause,  and  then 
turn  the  wrist  back.  Third  motion :  Drop  the  right  hand  to 
the  side  and  hold  the  knife  as  already  prescribed  after  draw- 
ing it  from  the  sheath. 

The  instructor  then  commands  : 

I.  Return,    2.  SWORDS. 

At  the  second  command,  those  armed  with  swords  return 
them,  and  the  knives  are  sheathed. 
He  then  commands: 

!.  Unsling,    2.  KNAPSACKS,   3.  Open,   4.  KNAPSACKS. 

At  these  commands,  the  men  ecpaipped  with  knapsacks  and 
medicine-cases  unsling  them  and  prepare  them  for  inspection 
as  nearly  as  practicable  as  prescribed  for  the  inspection  of 
blanket-bags,  G.  0.  No.  13,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  1885  5 
the  men  carrying  dressing-boxes  open  them;  the  company 
bearers  take  their  dressing-packets  in  the  right  hand.  As  the 
inspector  passes,  the  right  hand  is  advanced  in  front  of  the 
hip  so  as  to  display  the  packets. 
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The  instructor  then  commands  : 

I.  Repack,     2.  KNAPSACKS. 

At  the  second  command,  each  knapsack  and  medicine-case  is 
packed  and  fastened  up,  and  left  on  the  ground  in  the  same 
position  as  before  opening  it ;  the  dressing-boxes  and  packets 
are  returned,  and  all  stand  at  attention. 
He  then  commands : 

I.  Sling,     2.  KNAPSACKS, 

which  is  executed  as  nearly  as  practicable  as  in  G.  O.  No.  13, 
before  mentioned. 

The  inspection  completed,  ranks  are  closed.  . 

If  the  detachment  is  armed  with  rifles,  arms  are  stacked, 
and  the  detachment  marched  a  few  paces  backwards  so  as  to 
be  clear  of  the  stacks;  or  if  armed  with  carbines,  carbines  are 
slung  before  giving  the  commands  for  the  inspection. 

CHAPTER  II. 

Bearer  Drill. 

10.  The  detachment  being  in  line  at  a  halt,  the  instructor 
designates  by  their  numbers  the  squads  which  he  wishes  to 
practice  or  operate  with  hand-litters  or  ambulances,  &c,  and 
will  assign  the  Hospital  Stewards  and  Acting  Hospital  Stew- 
ards to  superintend  the  drill  of  squads  which  are  not  super- 
vised by  officers,  or  to  specific  duties  in  the  field.  If  the  left 
squad  is  an  incomplete  set  of  fours,  its  men  may  be  used  as 
'•'dummy"  wounded,  or  ordered  to  practice  in  transferring 
patients  to  litters,  or  to  beds,  or  in  improvised  means  of  trans- 
portation requiring  one,  two,  or  three  men. 

11.  NO.  1  OF  EACH  SET  WILL  BE  CHIEF  OF  SQUAD,  AND  WILL 
GIVE  THE  COMMANDS  NECESSARY  FOR  THE  PROPER  MANEUVER- 
ING OF  HIS  SQUAD. 

CHAPTER  III. 
Bearer  Drill,  with  Hand-litter  Manipulation. 

12.  The  chief  of  the  squad  designated  to  practice  with  a 
hand-litter  procures  the  litter,  prepares  and  fixes  it  for  use, 
sees  that  the  braces  or  shoulder-straps  are  securely  buckled,iind 
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places  it  lengthwise  on  the  ground,  the  end  opposite  and  two 
yards  in  front  of  the  center  of  the  squad,  and  then  resumes  his 
place  on  the  right  of  the  squad. 

13.  The  chief  of  squad  now  commands: 

I.  To  your  posts,    2.  MARCH. 

At  the  second  command,  Nos.  2  and  3  take  position  between 
the  front  and  rear  handles  of  the  litter, — No.  2  in  front,  No.  3 
in  rear,  No.  2  passing  by  the  right;  No.  4  takes  position  on  the 
left  of  the  litter  opposite  its  center  and  one  yard  from  it,  pass- 
ing by  the  left.  As  soon  as  No.  1  sees  that  the  other  numbers 
have  their  proper  posts,  he  takes  his  own  on  the  right  of  the 
litter  opposite  its  center  and  one  yard  from  it.  All  face  to  the 
front. 

14.  No.  1  now  commands: 

!.  Prepare  to  lift  litter,     2.  LIFT  LITTER. 

The  first  command  is  executed  by  Nos.  2  and  3  adjusting  the 
braces  about  their  necks  and  shoulders;  the  second  by  Nos.  2 
and  3  lifting  the  litter  in  position  to  be  carried.  Nos.  1  and  4 
stand  fast. 

If,  owing  to  difference  in  height  of  carriers,  the  litter  is  not 
horizontal,  No.  1  will  direct  the  change  in  the  length  of  the 
braces  to  correct  the  inequality. 

15.  He  now  commands: 

I.  Forward,    2.  MARCH. 

At  the  second  command  the  carriers  break  step,  that  is,  step 
off  with  different  feet,  No.  2  with  the  right  and  No.  3  with  the 
left  foot,  and  march  with  the  litter  in  a  position  as  nearly  hori- 
zontal as  possible,  taking  short,  sliding  steps,  to  avoid  jolting 
and  to  secure  a  smooth  and  uniform  movement  of  the  litter. 
Nos.  1  and  4  march  on  their  respective  sides  of  the  litter. 

16.  Directed  by  commands: 

I.  Litter  right  (or  left);  or  Litter  half-right  (or  left); 
or  Incline  to  the  right  (or  left).    2.  MARCH, 

the  bearers  carry  the  litter  to  the  point  previously  designated 
by  the  proper  officer. 
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To  halt  the  Litter,  to  rest  the  Squad,  and  to  resume  the  attention. 

17.  The  chief  of  squad  commands : 

f.  Litter,    2.  HALT. 

To  rest  the  bearers,  he  adds: 

3.  LOWER  LITTER,    4.  REST. 

At  the  third  command  the  litter  is  slowly  and  steadily  lowered 
to  the  ground,  and  the  carriers  release  themselves  from  the 
braces ;  at  the  fourth  command  the  men  can  stand  at  ease  in 
the  vicinity  of  their  posts.  To  resume  the  attention,  he  com- 
mands : 

I.  Squad,     2.  ATTENTION. 

At  the  second  command  posts  at  the  litter  are  resumed. 

Transfer  of  Patient  to  Litter. 

18.  This  operation  includes  methods  of  taking  up  the 
patients,  carrying  them  in  the  arms,  and  placing  them  properly 
on  the  litter.  It  requires  practice  and  the  united  action  of 
two,  three,  or  all  the  bearers  of  a  squad,  according  to  the  grav- 
ity of  the  wound  or  helplessness  of  the  patient.  Each  movement 
should  be  made  without  haste  and  as  gently  as  possible;  and 
the  wound  once  dressed  should  be  carefully  protected  from  all 
injurious  contact. 

19.  Having  reached  the  sick  or  wounded  man,  No.  1  com- 
mands : 

I.  Litter,    2.  HALT,    3.  LOWER  LITTER; 

these  commands  will  be  given  so  as  to  place  the  litter  in  front 
of  the  head  of  the  patient  in  the  direction  in  which  he  is  lying. 
As  soon  as  they  are  released  from  the  braces,  Nos.  2  and  3  take 
position  facing  each  other  on  opposite  sides  of  the  patient  near 
his  haunch  bones,  and  No.  4  places  himself  on  the  side  of  the 
injured  limb.  Everything  being  in  readiness,  No.  1  now  com- 
mands : 

I.  Prepare  to  lift  patient, 

when  Nos.  2  and  3  stoop  down  and  get  each  one  hand  under 
the  back  of  the  patient  near  the  shoulder-blades  and  lock  them 
by  grasping  firmly  each  other  by  the  wrist ;  the  other  hands 
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are  now  passed  under  the  upper  part  of  the  thighs  and  clasped. 
No.  4  attends  only  to  the  injured  limh.  The  chief  now  com- 
mands : 

2.  LIFT  PATIENT, 

when  the  hearers  rise  slowly,  and  when  upright  (see  Fig.  8), 
at  the  command : 

3.  Forward,     4.  MARCH, 

they  march  hy  short  steps  until  the  head  of  the  patient  is  over 
the  pillow  on  which  it  is  to  rest. 
No.  1  then  commands  : 

I.  Squad,     2.  HALT 
followed  hy 

3.  LOWER  PATIENT, 

when  the  hearers  slowly  lower  the  patient  on  to  the  litter. 

The  commands  for  marching  and  halting  may  he  omitted, 
the  hearers  standing  fast,  and  No.  1  slipping  the  litter  under 
the  patient. 

Nos.  1  and  4  now  see  that  the  patient  is  in  a  comfortahle  and 
secure  position,  the  head  properly  supported,  and  the  wounded 
part  so  placed  that  it  can  he  easily  attended  to  on  the  march. 

The  rest  of  the  movements  are  executed  in  accordance  with 
the  commands  of  hand-litter  drill  given  ahove  and  in  their 
order.  In  marching,  Nos.  1  and  4  see  that  the  patient  does 
not  fall  off,  and  otherwise  attend  to  his  wants.  As  a  general 
rule,  the  feet  of  the  patient  should  point  in  the  direction  in 
which  the  litter  is  heing  carried. 

To  change  Bearers  on  the  March. 

20.  The  chief  of  squad  commands  : 

I.  Litter,     2.  HALT,     3.  LOWER  LITTER, 

executed  as  ahove,  and  followed  hy 

5.  Change  posts,    2.  MARCH. 

At  the  second  command,  Nos.  1  and  2  and  3  and  4  exchange 
posts  and  duties,  except  that  No.  1  retains  command  of  the 
squad. 
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To  Transfer  from  Litter  to  Litter  or  to  Bed. 

21.  This  is  done  in  the  same  way  as  from  ground  to  litter. 
the  bearers  always  observing,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  rule 
that  the  litter  or  bed  to  which  the  patient  is  to  be  transferred 
should  be  at  the  head  of  the  patient,  its  length  being  in  the 
same  direction  as  that  in  which  the  patient  is  lying. 

General  Rules  to  be  Observed  in  Hand-litter  Operations. 

22.  The  following  rules  are  of  the  greatest  importance  and 
should  be  always  remembered : 

1.  A  hand-litter  should  never  be  carried  on  the  shoulders. 
Medical  officers  should  instruct  only  the  men  of  the  Hospital 

Corps  in  the  carriage  of  litters  up  and  down  stairs  and  in  the 
very  exceptional  cases  requiring  raising  of  a  litter  to  the  level 
of  the  shoulders. 

2.  Crossing  fences,  ditches,  walls,  &c,  should  be  avoided  in 
marching. 

3.  When,  owing  to  the  slope  of  the  ground,  the  horizontal 
position  of  the  litter  cannot  be  maintained,  the  inclination 
downwards  should  be  towards  the  feet  of  the  patient  except 
in  the  instances  given  in  rules  4  and  5. 

4.  In  going  up  a  hill  let  the  patient's  head  be  in  front,  ex- 
cept when  he  has  a  broken  leg  or  thigh,  and  then  the  order  is 
reversed,  so  as  to  prevent  the  weight  of  the  body  from  press- 
ing down  upon  the  injured  part. 

5.  In  going  down  a  hill  let  the  patient's  head  be  behind,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  broken  leg  or  thigh,  when  the  position  is  re- 
versed for  the  reason  given  above. 

CHAPTER  IV. 
Bearer  Drill  with  Ambulance. 

23.  Under  the  direction  of  No.  1,  the  squad  will  march  to 
the  ambulance  and  be  brought  to  a  halt  facing  the  rear  of  the 
ambulance,— the  centre  of  the  squad  two  yards  behind  the 
centre  of  the  ambulance. 

24.  ~No.  1  then  commands  : 

I.  To  your  posts,    2.  MARCH, 

when  Xos.  2  and  3  stand  fast,  No.  4  mounts  the  box  to  act  as 
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driver,  and  No.  1  arranges  the  interior  of  the  ambulance,  puts 
the  litters  in  position,  and  returns  to  his  place  on  the  right  of 
Nos.  2  and  3. 

In  time  of  war,  the  ambulance  being  provided  with  a  per- 
manent driver  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  No.  4  mounts  the  box ; 
but  his  duties  are  confined  to  assisting  No.  1  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  interior  and  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  patients  in 
the  ambulance. 

Should  the  officer  desire  to  inspect  the  ambulance,  or  to 
see  that  everything  is  ready  and  in  proper  condition," he- will 
do  so  at  this  stage  of  the  drill ;  and  when  satisfied,  notify  the 
chief  of  squad  that  the  inspection  is  completed. 

On  marches,  the  squad  will  be  two  yards  behind  its  ambu- 
lance, or  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  right  and  Nos.  3  and  4  on  the  left, 
or  all  on  the  right  or  left,  according  to  the  conditions  of  the 
road.  AVhen  there  is  no  immediate  necessity  for  their  services, 
all  the  ambulance  bearers  may  be  marched  at  the  head  of  the 
ambulance  column. 

To  take  a  Litter  from  the  Ambulance. 

25.  No.  1  commands  : 

!.  Take,  2.  LITTER. 
At  this  command,  Nos.  2  and  3  step  back  so  as  to  be  five 
yards  in  rear  of  the  ambulance,  and  No.  1  takes  a  litter  from 
the  ambulance,  prepares  and  fixes  it  for  use,  and  places  it 
lengthwise  on  the  ground,  the  end  opposite  and  two  yards  in 
front  of  the  centre  of  the  squad.  This  done,  the  principles  of 
the  hand-litter  drill  above  are  followed,  except  that  No.  1  now 
performs  the  duties  required  of  both  Nos.  1  and  4  of  that  drill- 
To  Load  the  Ambulance. 

26.  The  litter  is  halted  and  lowered  by  the  commands  pre- 
scribed in  paragraph  17.  These  commands  are  so  given  that 
the  head  of  the  patient  will  be  towards,  and  close  to,  the  rear 
of  the  ambulance.     No.  1  then  commands  : 

Prepare  to  Load. 

At  this  command,  No.  2  steps  to  the  left  of  the  left  front 
handle  of  the  litter-pole  and  faces  the  litter,  No.  3  remains 
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at  the  rear  handle,  and  Xo.  1  takes  post  at  the  right-front 
handle  of  the  litter-pole  and  faces  the  litter.  All  being  in 
readiness,  Xo.  1  commands  : 

I.  Raise  Litter,  2.  PASS  IN. 
At  the  first  command,  the  three  hearers  stoop,  take  hold  of 
the  handles,  and  slowly  raise  the  litter  to  the  level  of  the  roll- 
ers on  the  floor  of  the  ambulance,  being  careful  to  keep  it  in 
a  horizontal  position.  At  the  second  command,  the  front 
handles  of  the  litter  are  slowly  and  gently  placed  on  the  rear 
rollers  and  passed  in,  Xo.  3  pushing  and  following  the  litter, 
halting  and  occupying  the  space  between  Xos.  1  and  2.  During 
this  operation  Xos.  1  and  2  attend  to  the  folding  of  the  litter- 
legs;  Xo.  4  sees  that  the  fastenings,  provided  to  fix  the  litter 
securely  in  the  ambulance,  are  properly  adjusted. 

To  Unload  the  Ambulance. 

27.  The  men  of  the  squad  being  at  their  posts  prescribed  in 
paragraph  23,  Xo.  1  commands  : 

Prepare  to  Unload. 
At  this  command,  Xos.  1  and  2  place  themselves  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  litter  to  be  withdrawn,  facing  each  other  ;  Xo. 
3  places  himself  opposite  the  interval  between  Xos.  1  and  2, 
facing  the  ambulance ;  Xo.  4  loosens  the  fastenings  of  the 
litter.     All  being  in  readiness,  Xo.  1  commands  : 

I.  Pass  out,     2.  LOWER  LITTER. 

At  the  first  command,  Xo.  3  takes  hold  of  the  rear  handles 
and  draws  out  the  litter ;  Xos.  1  and  2  stand  fast  and  support 
the  poles  until  the  front  handles  are  reached,  and  adjust  the 
litter-legs  properly.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the  litter  is 
constantly  in  a  horizontal  position  at  the  level  of  the  rollers. 
At  the  second  command,  which  may  be,  if  necessary,  preceded 
by  the  command  "  Steady,"  both  in  loading  and  unloading  at 
this  stage,  the  litter  is  lowered  to  the  ground. 

The  patient  having  been  carried  to  the  point  designated  by 
the  officer,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  hand-litter 
drill,  the  squad  will  return  the  litter  to  the  ambulance,  and 
unload  the  other,  if  required ;  after  which  they  will  break  ranks , 
or  Xo.  1  will  form  his  squad  in  line  and  await  further  orders. 
[15124—2] 


18 

CHAPTER  V. 

Bearer  Drill  with  Arms  and  Horses. 

28.  All  of  the  above  movements  are  performed  by  company 
bearers  without  arms,  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  stacked 
or  deposited  at  some  point  designated  by  the  company  com- 
mander. 

With  arms:  First,  In  the  litter  drill,  after  the  command  "1. 
To  your  posts,  2.  March/'  and  before  the  command  "Prepare 
to  lift  litter,"  No.  2  will  hand  his  rifle  to  No.  1  and  No.  3  to 
No.  4  to  carry.  Second,  In  transfer  of  patient  to  litter,  imme- 
diately before  taking  positions  about  patients  prescribed  in 
paragraph  19,  No.  4  will  transfer  the  arms  he  is  carrying  to  No. 
1,  who  will  lay  them  on  the  ground  in  a  safe  place,  where  they 
cannot  be  injured.  The  drill  will  then  proceed  as  without 
arms.  The  bearers  being  in  position  to  carry  the  wounded 
man,  the  arms  will  be  carried  by  Nos.  1  and  4  as  above.  Third, 
In  ambulance  drill  a  halt  will  be  made  before  the  halt  in  rear 
of  ambulance,  the  rifles  will  be  stacked  and  the  drill  performed 
as  without  arms. 

29.  With  arms  and  horses:  The  squad  ordered  to  drill 
mounted,  after  having  been  assigned  to  a  specific  drill,  will  dis- 
mount, and  No.  4  of  each  squad  will  take  charge  of  all  the 
horses  of  the  squad.  In  hand-litter  drill  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  will 
operate  on  foot  as  above,  No.  1  performing  the  duties  required 
of  Nos.  1  and  4: — likewise  in  ambulance  drill,  except  that  a 
permanent  driver  will  be  in  charge  of  ambulance.  In  all  other 
maneuvers  for  transporting  sick  and  wounded,  two  squads 
should  be  combined,  Nos.  4  taking  charge  of  the  horses  while 
Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  as  a  squad  of  six,  operate  under  the  direction 
of  medical  officers. 

CHAPTER  VI. 
Bearer  Drill. — Improvised  and  other  methods  of  Transportation. 

The  following  list  is  modified  from  Roberts'  Manoeuvres  d' Am- 
bulance, 1887. 

Where  unity  of  action  is  required,  commands  may  be  given 
similar  to  those  of  hand-litter  and  ambulance  drills. 
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1.  Bygone  man,  patient  on  bearer's  back. 
[Figure  1.] 
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By  One  man,  patient  on  camp-chair  strapped  on  bearer's 
back. 

By  one  man,  patient  in  bearer's  arms  (Heyfelder's  method), 
or  strap  arrangement  of  Hospital  Steward  Harbers,  U.  S.  A. 


[Figure  2.] 
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2.  By  two  men,  patient  sitting  on  two  hands. 


[Figure  3. 
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By  two  men,  patient  sitting  on  four  hands. 
[Figure  4.] 


By  two  men,  patient  sitting  on  an  improvised  seat  of  leather, 
cloth,  straw  or  canvas,  or  rope  twisted  as  indicated  in  Figure 
5,  or  on  a  board,  saber  scabbard  or  chair. 

[Figure  5.] 
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By  two  men,  patient  held  by  sides. 

By  two  men,  patient  carried  by  extremities. 


[Figure  6.] 
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By  two  men,  patient  stretched  on  screen,  shutter,  hoard,  door, 
ladder,  wheelbarrow  or  hammock. 

By  two  men,  patient  squatting  on  two  rifles  connected  by 
crossed  gun-slings,  suspenders,  overcoat,  jacket,  &c. 


[Figure  7.] 
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By  two  men,  patient  stretched  on  two  long  beams  or  four 
rifles  tied  together  by  blanket,  tent-fly,  haversacks  or  bags  of 
any  kind,  belts,  surcingles,  ropes,  straw  matting,  &c. 

3.  By  three  men,  two  of  whom  support  the  body  and  the 
third  the  lower  extremities  [Figure  8]. 
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4.  By  wheeled  litters,  contrivances  which  are,  as  a  rule,  of 
use  only  in  hospitals.  The  wheeled  invalid  chair  (U.  S.  Hos- 
pital) will  give  an  idea  of  the  construction  of  this  class,  and 
may  he  used  for  instruction,  the  principles  of  hand-litter  drill 
being  followed. 

5.  By  mule,  horse,  or  bullock,  on  cacolets  and  litters  differ- 
ing from  regulation,  on  McElderry's  or  Baily's  litters  carried 
on  hack  ofsingle  animal,  on  two-horse  litter,  &c, 

6.  By  travois,  improvised  Indian,  Greenleaf  s,  Munn's,  &c. 

7.  By  wagon,  Q.  M.  supply,  army  spring  wagon,  spring  car- 
riages of  any  kind,  artillery  caissons,  country  or  farm  wagons, 
carts,  &c. 

If  there  is  any  choice,  spring  wagons  should  he  preferred. 
Over  the  bodies  of  other  wagons  springs  of  rope  may  be 
corded,  or  of  saplings  securely  attached  on  which  the  ordinary 
hand-litter  can  be  fixed,  or  bedding  of  straw  or  leaves  may  be 
laid  on  the  floor  and  the  litters  or  patients  placed  directly 
on  it. 
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CHAPTER  I. 
First  Aid. — Duties. 

An  emergency  occurring  in  a  company  in  garrison  or  camp, 
a  medical  officer,  having  been  notified,  will  at  once  give  the 
necessary  orders  to  the  men  of  the  Hospital  Corps.  In  the 
meantime  company  hearers  should  act.  That  there  may  be  no 
confusion  among  them  after  they  have  rendered  all  the  medical 
or  surgical  aid  within  their  power,  each  one  should  be  desig- 
nated in  every  company  permanently  as  No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  3,  or 
No.  4.  For  transporting  a  patient,  they  will  use  the  company 
hand-litter  provided  by  Par.  28,  G.  O.  56,  A.  G.  O.,  1887.  In 
the  absence  of  No.  1  the  chief  of  squad  will  be  No.  4,  and  in 
the  absence  of  both,  No.  3.  That  all  the  members  of  a  squad 
may  be  properly  instructed  in  the  duties  required  of  any  one, 
each  company  bearer  should,  in  the  drill  exercises,  be  made 
to  occupy  a  different  place  at  different  times.  As  soon  as  re- 
lieved by  men  of  the  Hospital  Corps  they  will  return  to  their 
company. 

In  the  field,  or  during  an  engagement,  company  bearers  on 
the  skirmish  line  will  not  be  expected  to  carry  the  wounded  to 
the  rear  unless  ordered  by  their  commanding  officer.  They 
will  remain  with  their  companies  and  give  only  such  first  aid 
as  is  absolutely  required.  The  wounded  men  will  be  removed 
by  the  Hospital  Corps  if  possible,  or  by  company  bearers  of 
the  main  line,  or  of  the  reserve,  in  the  discretion  and  under 
control  of  their  commanding  officer. 

All  company  bearers,  when  ordered  to  carry  wounded  men  to 
the  rear,  are  required,  on  the  completion  of  the  duty,  to  return 
to  their  companies  as  soon  as  possible,  and,  during  an  engage- 
ment, they  should  do  so  after  delivering  their  charge  either  at  a 
first  dressing  or  at  an  ambulance  station.  They  should  not 
relinquish  a  patient  at  any  other  point  while  going  to  the  rear, 
except  by  order  of  a  medical  officer,  when  they  should  return 
immediately  to  their  companies.  (Par.  19,  G.  O.  56.) 

The  instructions  to  be  given  to  all  privates  of  the  Hospital 
Corps  as  to  their  duties  in  hospital  and  elsewhere  should  be 
thorough  and  comprehensive  in  both  Bearer  Drill  and  First 
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Aid.  Every  opportunity  should  be  afforded  thern,  also,  to  in- 
form themselves  and  acquire  training  and  experience  in  the 
subjects  detailed  in  pp.  9  and  10,  Circular,  War  Department, 
S.  G.  O.,  August  15,  1887. 

An  essential  part  of  First  Aid  lessons,  for  both  company 
bearers  and  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  is  a  description  of 
a  battlefield,  to  show  the  points  to  which  the  wounded  are 
carried  (pp.  35  and  36,  G.  O.  56),  their  possible  positions,  their 
purpose,  operations  likely  to  be  performed  there  by  medical 
officers,  the  different  duties  which  may  devolve  upon  the  men, 
as  well  as  the  marks  by  which  these  positions  and  the  paths  and 
roads  leading  to  them  are  distinguished.  All  possible  details  of 
medical  arrangements  by  Medical  Directors  under  various  con- 
ditions, as  in  pp.  37  and  38,  G.  O.  56,  should  be  taught.  The 
important  obligations  of  an  assignment  to  a  specific  duty 
should  also  be  insisted  upon.  A  driver  of  an  ambulance,  for 
instance,  should  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  having  his 
wagon-box  constantly  supplied  with  dressings  and  restorative 
medicines,  ready  to  be  distributed  to  the  proper  persons,  and 
of  keeping  the  ambulance  kegs  clean  and  taking  advantage  of 
every  opportunity  of  renewing  their  supply. 

CHAPTER  II. 

First  Aid. — Articles  of  the  Geneva  Convention. 

These  were  adopted  by  every  European  power  and  the 
majority  of  South  American  States  at  different  times  since  1864; 
by  the  United  States  in  1882.  They  consist  of  ten  Articles, 
which  provide :  (1)  for  the  neutrality  of  ambulances  (stations  on 
the  battlefield  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  sick  and  wounded), 
and  military  hospitals  as  long  as  they  contain  any  sick ;  (2) 
for  the  neutrality  of  the  staff,  medical  and  administrative 
officers,  nurses,  attendants,  and  litter  bearers;  (3)  that  the 
neutrality  of  these  persons  should  continue  after  the  occu- 
pation of  their  hospitals  by  the  enemy  so  that  they  may  stay  or 
depart  as  they  choose;  (4)  that,  if  they  depart,  they  can  take 
only  their  private  property  with  them,  except  in  case  of  ambu- 
lances, which  they  may  remove  entire ;  (5)  that  a  sick  soldier  in 
a  house  shall  be  regarded  as  a  protection  to  it,  entitling  its 
occupant  to  exemption  from  quartering  of  troops  and  from 
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part  of  the  "war  requisitions ;  (6)  that  wounded  men  shall, 
when  cured,  be  sent  hack  to  their  own  country  on  condition 
of  not  hearing  arms  during  the  rest  of  the  war;  (7)  that  hos- 
pitals and  ambulances  shall  carry,  in  addition  to  the  flag  of 
their  nation,  a  distinctive  and  uniform  flag  having  a  red  cross 
on  a  white  ground,  and  that  their  staff  shall  wear  an  arm-badge 
of  the  same  color;  (8)  that  the  details  shall  be  left  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  armies.  Sections  9  and  10  are  formal  and 
signatory. 

In  1868,  supplementary  articles  were  agreed  upon  by  the 
same  powers,  but  they  have  not  been  ratified,  though  they 
were  practically  adopted  by  Germany  and  France  in  the  war 
of  1870.  Their  provisions  affecting  armies  are  that,  when  a 
person,  engaged  in  an  ambulance  or  hospital  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  desires  to  depart,  the  commander-in-chief  shall  fix  the 
time  for  his  departure,  and,  that  if  he  remain,  he  shall  be  paid 
his  full  salary;  that  in  exacting  war  requisitions  account 
shall  be  taken  not  only  of  actual  lodging  of  wounded  men, 
but  of  any  display  of  charity  toward  them;  and  that  the 
rule  which  permits  sound  soldiers  to  return  home  on  condition 
of  not  serving  again  shall  not  apply  to  officers,  as  their 
knowledge  might  be  useful. 

CHAPTER  III. 

First  Aid. — Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Structure  of  the  human  body  in  terms  easily  understood. 

Skeleton  :  General  distribution  of  muscles,  bloodvessels,  and 
nerves  as  nearly  as  possible  in  terms  of  the  skeleton.  Great 
cavities  with  contents  outlined  on  external  surface. 

A  sketch  of  the  systemic  circulation  of  the  blood — points  on 
head,  neck  and  limbs  where  pressure  should  be  made  to  check 
hemorrhage. 

Respiration:  Expiration  and  inspiration, numerical  relation 
to  heart-beat. 

CHAPTER  IV. 
First  Aid. — Surgery  and  Medicine. 

A.  Wounds : — Symptoms  of  weakness  and  fainting  due  to  loss 
of  blood,  nervous  shock,  and  the  military  factors  of  hunger  and 
thirst  contributing  thereto;  general  measures  to  relieve.     Par- 
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ticular  measures  determined  by  the  kind  and  site  of  wounds. 
Simple  wounds :  Cases  requiring  cleansing;  use  and  kinds  of 
first  simple  dressings  and  antiseptic  dressings  and  methods  of 
applying.     Wounds  complicated  by — 

1.  Hemorrhage:  Arterial,  venous,  and  capillary;  means  to 
temporarily  control;  position  of  bleeding  limb;  application  of 
cold  and  heat;  direct  and  indirect  pressure. 

2.  Fractured  bone:  Detection;  principles  of  reduction  and 
retention;  improvised  splints,  saber,  bayonet,  gun,  &c. 

3.  Presence  of  poisons:  Bite  of  mad  dog,  rattlesnake,  &c; 
immediate  remedies;  stings  of  poisonous  insects;  poison-ivy. 

4.  Extensive  laceration  and  destruction  of  parts  and  protru- 
sion of  contents  of  cavities;  reviving  measures;  liability  to 
sudden  and  fatal  hemorrhage;  cautions  as  to  moving  patient. 

Bandaging ,  by  triangular  (Esmarch)  and  roller  bandage,  ap- 
plication of  simple,  spiral  and  crucial,  fastening  and  removal. 

B.  Bleeding  from  mouth  and  nose:  Distinction  between  gas- 
tric, pulmonary  and  nasal;  handy  measures  to  be  taken  before 
arrival  of  medical  officer. 

C.  Frost  oite: — Details  covering  the  whole  treatment,  in- 
cluding artificial  respiration  when  necessary;  knowledge  of 
first-aid  measures  is  of  especial  value,  because  it  often  hap- 
pens, as  in  hunting  parties,  that  a  long  time  elapses  before 
medical  aid  can  be  secured. 

D.  Burns  and  scalds: — Care  of  feet  during  marching. 

E.  Drowning,  hanging,  suffocation  oy  gases,  etc.: — All  rules  of 
procedure  (Hall's,  Sylvester's,  Howard's)  should  be  demon- 
strated on  "  dummies,"  and  every  man  be  made  to  practice 
the  various  stages. 

F.  Sunstroke,  loss  of  consciousness,  and  epileptic  convulsions : — 
Position  of  patient,  cautions,  &c. 

G.  Poisons: — General  principles  of  treatment  and  handy  an- 
tidotes, when  any  of  the  following  have  been  taken  internally: 
Mineral  acids,  oxalic  acid,  carbolic  acid,  alkalies,  alcohol, 
arsenic,  chloroform,  salts  of  copper,  of  iron,  lead,  mercury, 
nitrate  of  silver,  opium  and  its  alkaloids,  phosphorus,  poison- 
ous mushrooms. 

H.  In  the  discretion  of  medical  officers  there  may  be  taught 
methods  of  removing  foreign  bodies  from  the  eye  and  ear,  and 
precautions  to  be  taken  in  handling  sprains  and  dislocations 
until  the  arrival  of  more  skilful  attendance. 
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Paragraphs  83  and  84,  Cavalry  Tactics. 
i.  Present,     2.  SABER. 

83.  Carry  the  sabre  vertically  to  the  front,  raising  the  hand 
as  high  as  the  neck  and  six  inches  in  front  of  it,  edge  to  the 
left,  the  thumb  extended  on  the  back  of  the  gripe,  little  finger 
by  the  side  of  the  others. 

I.  Carry,    2.  SABER. 

Resume  the  carry. 

I.  Inspection,     2.  SABER. 

84.  Take  the  position  of  present  saber.  2:  Turn  the  wrist 
outward  to  show  the  other  side  of  the  blade,  the  edge  to 
the  right;  make  a  slight  pause,  and  then  turn  the  wrist  back. 
3:   Resume  the  carry. 

II. 

Paragraph  178,  Cavalry  Tactics.     (Extract.) 

The  first  two  men  execute  the  first  motion  of  inspection  saber; 
the  first  man,  as  the  instructor  comes  in  front  of  him,  executes 
the  second  motion  of  inspection  saber;  the  second  man,  as  the 
instructor  comes  in  front  of  him,  executes  the  second  motion  of 
inspection  saber,  the  first  man  at  this  instant  executing  the  third 
motion  and  the  third  man  the  first  motion;  the  first  man  then 
returns  saber  and  unslings  carbine.  As  the  instructor  comes  in 
front  of  the  other  files,  the  movement,  as  just  explained,  is 
carried  out  successively o 

III. 

General  Orders  JSTo.  13,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  1885. 

I.  Front  rank,       2.  About,       3.  FACE,       4.  Unsling, 

5.  BLANKET-BAGS,     6.    Open,     7,  BLANKET-BAGS. 

The  men  of  the  front  rank,  having  faced  about,  take  a  short 
step  forward  so  as  to  be  free  from  the  stacks. 
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At  the  command  "unsling,"  each  man  makes  a  half  face  to 
the  right  and  unfastens  the  hook  of  the  right  strap  by  seizing 
the  D  ring  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  left  hand 
passed  under  the  blanket-bag;  he  then  unhooks  the  strap  with 
the  right  hand  and  unslings  the  blanket-bag  by  passing  the 
right  forearm  over  the  head;  at  the  same  time  he  faces  to  the 
front  and,  standing  erect,  holds  it  by  the  straps  in  front  of 
the  knees.  At  the  command  "blanket-bags"  he  places  the 
blanket-bag  on  the  ground  against  the  toes,  the  straps  under- 
neath, the  great-coat  outward,  and  then  stands  at  attention: 
at  the  seventh  command  he  opens  the  blanket-bag,  turning  the 
flap  from  him,  the  flap  resting  on  the  great-coat;  he  then 
stands  at  attention. 

The  inspector  having  inspected  the  blanket-bags,  the  captain 
commands : 

I.  Repack,    2.  BLANKET-BAGS. 

At  the  command  "blanket-bags"  each  soldier  repacks  and 
fastens  up  his  blanket-bag,  leaving  it  in  the  same  position  as 
before  opening  it,  and  then  stands  at  attention. 

The  captain  then  commands : 

I,  Sling,     2.  BLANKET-BAGS. 

At  the  command  "sling"  each  man  grasps  the  unhooked 
(right)  strap  with  the  right  hand,  the  hooked  left  strap  with 
the  left  hand,  the  back  of  the  left  hand  to  the  right,  raises  the 
blanket-bag  and,  standing  erect,  makes  a  half  face  to  the  right. 

At  the  command  "blanket-bags,"  he  swings  the  blanket-bag 
over  the  shoulders,  passing  the  left  arm  through  the  hooked 
strap,  and  carrying  the  right-hand  strap  over  the  head.  He 
then  brings  this  strap  down  over  the  right  shoulder,  makes  a 
half  face  to  the  left,  and  hooks  the  strap  with  the  right  hand, 
holding  the  D  ring  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  left 
hand  passed  under  the  blanket-bag.  Each  man  then  stands 
at  attention. 

IV. 

Paragraph  No.  28,  General  Orders  No.  56,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  1887, 
28.  At  military  posts  each  company  shall  be  furnished  with 
one  hand-litter,  which  shall  be  kept  ready  for  use  at  all  times 
by  the  company  bearers. 
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Paragraph  No.  19,  General  Orders  No.  56,  He  ad  quarters  of  the 
Army,  1887. 

19.  During  an  engagement,  or  in  an  emergency,  the  company 
bearers  shall,  under  the  orders  of  their  commanding  officers, 
and  the  supervision  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  if  any  are 
present,  give  first  aid  to  the  wounded  or  carry  them  to  the 
rear  until  relieved  by  members  of  the  Hospital  Corps;  when 
so  relieved  they  shall  immediately  join  their  companies.  In 
active  service  company  bearers  shall  wear  as  a  distinguishing 
mark  a  red  brassard  around  the  left  arm. 

VI. 

Paragraphs  9  and  10,  Circular,  Surgeon  GeneraVs  Office, 
August  15,  1887.     (Extract.) 

[d.]  Knowledge  of  Army  Regulations  and  of  the  books  and 
records  of  the  Medical  Department. 

[e.]  Use  of  the  meteorological  instruments  and  hospital  and 
field  appliances  furnished  by  the  Medical  Department. 

[f.]  Knowledge  of  practical  cookery  and  kitchen  super- 
vision so  far  as  relates  to  the  management  of  the  ration  and 
the  preparation  of  special  articles  of  diet  for  the  sick. 

[G.]  Dispensary  work  in  the  compounding  of  drugs  and  the 
making  up  of  prescriptions. 

[h.]  Familiarity  with  the  methods  of  rendering  first  aid  to 
the  sick  and  w  ounded. 

[i.]  Minor  surgery,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  dressing  of 
wounds,  bandaging,  preparation  of  splints,  cupping,  &c. 

[k.]  Elementary  hygiene,  particularly  as  relating  to  venti- 
lation and  disinfection. 

VII. 

Paragraphs  35,  36,  37,  and  38,  General  Orders  No.  56,  Headquarters 
of  the  Army,  1887. 

35.  The  anibulance  and  hospital  service  of  each  corps  shall 
be  under  the  supervision  of  its  medical  director.     He  should, 
under  such  directions  as  he  may  receive  from  the  Medical 
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Director  of  the  Army,  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
care  and  transportation  of  the  wounded,  who,  during  an 
engagement,  will  receive  attention  at  the  following  principal 
points  and  in  the  following  order  :  1st,  with  the  line  of  battle 
under  fire;  2d,  at  the  first  dressing  stations  ;  3d,  at  the  ambu- 
lance station ;  4th,  at  the  division  hospitals.  He  establishes 
the  ambulance  station  in  the  rear,  and  gives  direction  con- 
cerning the  first  dressing  stations  ;  details  the  proper  number 
of  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  hospital  stewards,  acting 
hospital  stewards,  and  medical  officers  for  duty  with  the 
advance  line,  and  for  the  care  and  transportation  of  the 
wounded  between  the  front  line,  the  first  dressing  stations, 
the  ambulance  station,  and  the  division  hospital. 

36.  First  dressing  stations  will  be  established  at  the  nearest 
place  to  the  combatants,  where  the  wounded  and  those  caring 
for  them  may  not  be  unnecessarily  exposed  to  fire.  Ambulance 
stations  will  be  established  at  some  place  of  security  in  the 
rear,  or  some  convenient  building  nearest  the  field  of  battle. 
The  division  hospital  will  be  established  by  the  medical  di- 
rector after  consultation  with  the  commanding  general. 

37.  During  an  engagement  the  wounded  who  require  imme- 
diate operative  procedures  shall  be  designated  by  a  colored 
badge,  to  be  attached  to  their  clothing  by  the  first  medical 
officer  into  whose  hands  they  come.  On  arriving  at  the  first 
dressing  stations  the  wounded  so  designated  will  receive  the 
first  surgical  attention. 

38.  Medical  directors  of  armies,  under  the  general  instruc- 
tions of  the  commanding  general,  will  provide  for  the  care  of 
the  wounded  at  dressing  and  hospital  stations,  when  taken 
possession  of  by  the  enemy,  by  deciding  in  advance  what  medi- 
cal officers  and  members  of  the  Hospital  Corps  shall  remain 
with  a  dressing  or  hospital  station  in  case  it  is  abandoned  or 
captured  by  the  enemy. 


